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Welcome to the November Newsletter. We hope you all enjoyed the 

October half term and have been keeping safe. Please read and stay 

updated with our monthly newsletter.  

 

  

COMMITTEE & AGM NEWS 

This year’s Pre-School Annual General Meeting was held on Wednesday 7th October at 8pm via 
Zoom.  Thank you to all our parents that attended the AGM and for joining our Management 
Committee, our new committee is as follows: - 
We would like to welcome Kelly Harris, Holly King and Jodi Colbron to the committee and thank 
Graham Whitehouse, Ben Humphrey, Charlotte Monk, Debbie Jones, Molly Ratcliffe, Catherine 
Moore, Claire Pincott, Leonie Wroe and Natalie Williams for remaining on the committee for 
another year. The Officer positions are as follows: - 
Graham Whitehouse – Chair  
Charlotte Monk – Secretary 
Ben Humphrey – Treasurer 
Catherine Moore – Vice Chair 
Debbie Jones – Head of Fundraising 
Molly Ratcliffe – Designated Safeguarding Officer 

 

 

 

Safeguarding 

Safeguarding is very important to everyone at Little Ashes Pre-School. We review our policies annually and 

keep up to date with new legislation and requirements. Policies are always available via email if you require 
them.  

OUR SAFEGUARDING OFFICERS FOR LITTLE ASHES ARE: Helen Inwood (Leader) on 07855215154 or 

leader@littleashespreschool.co.uk  
Charlene Vanderpuye (Deputy) on 07855215154 

And Molly Ratcliffe (Committee Safeguarding Officer) on 07534369164 (for emergencies and safeguarding 

concerns only) or safeguarding@littleashespreschool.co.uk  
 

ACTIVITIES THIS HALF TERM 

I am delighted to say how well the children are continuing to settle and be involved fully in our 

Pre-School and Forest School sessions.  This half term leading up to Christmas is a long 7-week 

term but I’m sure it will fly past.  Over the coming weeks we will continue to support children to 

settle, helping them to understand and follow the setting’s thumbs up rules and continue to 

support them to be engaged and busy with activities.   

This half term we will be looking at Festivals and Celebrations.  We will initially focus on Bonfire 

Night, Remembrance Day, Diwali, Hanukkah and then Christmas. We are planning to support 

Children in Need (12th November) and will be asking the children to come into Pre-School in spots 

or anything that represents Pudsey! We will be organising a few cooking activities during the half 

term too as well as Christmas activities leading up to Christmas including the Pre-School Nativity 

and party day. *Please be aware, that not all children attend every day so unfortunately there 

may be some activities that your child will not be involved with.   
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If your child is unable to attend Pre-School due to illness, medical appointments or holidays; You 

must inform the Pre-School leader via email, phone or in person. 

CONTACT DETAILS FOR LITTLE ASHES PRE-SCHOOL:07855215154 Leader@littleashespreschool.co.uk     

 
Winter is coming 

Please don’t forget to send a warm waterproof coat and wellies into Pre-School for your child 

every day. With the cold weather already starting, please also provide your child with a 

hat/gloves/scarf, this will be very beneficial for every child, especially for those children who are 

spending the afternoon outside in Forest School ☺ 

Can we also please remind everyone to name their child’s belongings (coat/shoes/lunch boxes 

etc...) Thank you 

  

  

 

Children in Need 

We will be collecting donations for Children in Need, week commencing 9th November. We have organised 

spotty activities for Thursday 12th November including a Teddy Bear’s picnic, a Bear Hunt and decorating a giant 

Pudsey!  We are also encouraging all the children and staff to attend in something spotty or Pudsey related, 

donating a minimum of £1! Our Pudsey money box will be brought outside everyday for your  generous 

donations.  

 

Our Christmas Carol Nativity 

 

All the staff have been busy planning a Christmas Nativity! Holly King has kindly offered to provide a private 

YouTube link for all parents/cares to watch the Nativity live. Our Nativity production will be on *Thursday 10th 

December @ 11am. We have chosen this day to give all our ‘School Leavers’ the opportunity to participate in 

their final Christmas production (all school leavers will be invited). If your child does not attend Pre-School on 

Thursdays and is not a ‘School Leaver’, they will have the opportunity to participate in next years production and 

you will also have access to the private YouTube link. The YouTube link will also have a donate button as a 

fundraising tool for LAPS. A consent form will be sent out shortly and information on how to access the YouTube 

link will follow shortly. We will continue to monitor the Government Guidelines and keep you updated with 

any changes. 

Toys 

We know that the children enjoy bringing in toys from home to show their friends and staff, However, as the 

numbers have picked up children’s toys are being misplaced. We would now ask if you could keep all toys at 

home, especially now that we are trying our best to minimise the amount of people handling personal 

belongings during this COVID climate. Thank you 

I 

Reception Admissions September 2021 

For our older children born between 01 Sept 2016 and 31 August 2017 it is time for parents to 

think about their next school and to organise applying for Admissions.  All councils are strongly 

encouraging parents to apply on-line and this is the preferred method of admission. 

PLEASE NOTE: If you live outside of Buckinghamshire (i.e. Milton Keynes or Bedfordshire) and 

want to apply for a Bucks school you need to apply for your child’s admission to school through 

your own local authority (i.e. the council you pay your council tax to). 

If you live in the Bucks/Aylesbury Vale area, you can apply online between 2nd November 2020 

and 15th January 2021.  Please apply online at www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk  Applications for 

Primary School must be submitted to Bucks CC by no later than midnight on 15th January 2021.   

 

http://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/


 

Term Dates 

Christmas Break:                                                                                            Spring Term: 

 Close: Friday 18th December 2020 @ 12pm*                                    Monday 4th January 2021: Staff training day 

 Re-open: Tuesday 5th January 2021 @ 9am                                       Re-open: Tuesday 5th January 2021 @ 9am 

                                                                                                                    Close: Friday 12th February 2021 @ 12.30pm 

*There will be NO Lunch Club & Forest School on Friday 18th December                                                                                             

Please pencil these important dates into your diary ☺ 

 

Staffing 

We are happy to see LAPS fully staffed as the numbers have picked up. You are all aware that we’ve employed 

three new staff members, Becca our new Forest School Leader, alongside Diana (Green Group) and Lorna as Pre-

School assistants. Charlene (Yellow Group) has dived straight back into her Deputy role and will be working 

alongside Helen in regards to the management role. Nat (Green Group) and Jade (Blue Group) are continuing to 

be as marvellous as ever alongside the new team. 

Christmas Party 

The last day of this term is Friday 18th December. We would like to celebrate the last day of term and Christmas 

by having a party! All children that usually attend on a Friday will arrive at 9am, play party games, participate in 

dancing competitions and enjoy a party food snack. We will then give each child a Christmas present as we are 

unable to have our usual special visitor. If your child does not attend on Fridays, they will be given their 

Christmas present on their last day of that week. An invitation will be sent out over the coming weeks to all 

parents. *Please note there will be NO Lunch Club and Forest School on Friday 18th December 2020. 

Forest School  

 

Dear all,  

 

The children have been superstars in Forest School! We have all loved the Autumn theme in the 

woods looking at colours, leaves, shapes, sounds and learning how to independently explore Forest 

School. At first the children needed some support and often moved around in groups, but now we 

see how they are embracing the natural world and independently selecting what and how they 

want to play and learn. Maurice the mole is so impressed with how the children have remembered 

all his FS rules to keep us safe .  

The Cabin is now ready and I hope you’ve been able to have a sneak peak! Pick-Up from Forest 

School sessions will be at 3pm. In order to comply with COVID social distancing regulations we 

will be enforcing a one-way system. We would ask if you could please approach the Cabin from the 

Cricket Pitch and form a queue by the cones, keeping 2m apart. We will release the children from 

the Cabin one at a time, then exit via the path that runs alongside the MUGA and Cricket Nets 

into the car park. We would ask you all to please head to your cars as soon as you have picked up 

your child. We are now having the children get dressed in the Cabin, so it would be really helpful 

when attending Forest School your child brings in ONE named bag (preferably a rucksack they 

can carry on their own) to Pre-School with a change of clothes and their FS clothes.  
Your child’s key workers will continue to monitor and link your child’s learning to the EYFS 

through observations and next steps. All the FS planning will be linked with the main Pre-School 

planning and will be observed and monitored in an outdoor environment .  

We are really looking forward to the next half of the term, the weather may be getting wetter 

and colder, however, we will continue to have lots of fun. I will be introducing tools in this next 

half term, so expect some fabulous whittling and sawing. Many thanks for all your support with 

ensuring your child is dressed appropriately for all weathers.  

Warmest wishes, 

 Becca Abery. 

 



 

 

If you have any questions, worries, concerns and/or ideas you would like to share with us please 

feel free to contact us via email or catch a member of staff during drop off/pick-up. 

Don’t forget to check out our website: www.littleashespreschool.co.uk  

 Helen, Charlene, Nat, Jade, Diana, Lorna & Becca 
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